
Brot her  Yusuf
ñUsing the Power of Nature to 

Transform Urban Youthò



The vision and mission of the Children & 

Nature Network is to give every child in 

every community a wide range of 

opportunities to experience nature 

directly, reconnecting our children with 

nature's joys and lessons, its profound 

physical and mental bounty.

www.childrenandnature.net



A Network of Networks



Envi r onment al  Awar eness Net wor k f or  

Di ver si t y i n Conser vat i on

ñUsing the Power of Nature to 

Transform Urban Youthò

MISSION STATEMENT: 

The Environmental Awareness Network for Diversity in Conservation 

(EANDC) is composed of individuals, organizations, educational 

institutions and agencies dedicated to increased awareness and 

engagement of urban youth & families in conserving our natural environment.



HEALING THE BROKEN BOND BETWEEN

URBAN YOUTH AND THE NATURAL WORLD

Brother Yusuf  Burgess/Chairperson - EANDC

What's most important is that children have an opportunity to bond with the natural 

world, to learn to love it, before being asked to heal its wounds.



Encouraging 
youth to go 
beyond the 
traditional 

summer camp 
experience!

Leave No Child Inside

Ice Fishing in the Adirondack Mountains



P.P.H.P

!

Programs

Partnerships

ñHooksò  

Pipelinesé





Using the Power of Nature to Transform Urban Youth

Teens giving themselves permission to remain adolescent.



Encouraging youth to think...Outside the Box



Nubi an Empi re Ski  Cl ub
ñWho Says We Donôtò



A start at the 

ñBunny Hillò

Our ñX-Box Detoxò



Grandparent

Reconnecting entire families to the 
outdoors

Leave No Child Inside!

Camp Colby Camper

Winter - 2008



Teen Ski Development

Leave No Child Inside!



Fostering adult interaction and 

mentorship with role models that are 

willing to share their experience, strength 

and hope.

ñWho Says We Donôtò

Seasoned Vol unt ee
rs



What's important is that children have an opportunity to bond with the natural world, to 

learn to love it, before being asked to heal its wounds.



Full days of fellowship, fun and outdoor ñEd-venturesò.

Leave No Child Inside!

50+ youth each 

Sunday



Using the Power of Nature                               

to Transform Urban Youth

Employing Nearby Nature , while Exploring a Sense of Place

A Passport To Manhood Initiative of The Youth Ed-Venture and Nature Network (YENN)



 
 

The Hudson River Sloop Clearwater is a 

historic 106-foot tall ship that offers a 

variety of ecology-based experiences to 

thousands of youth and adults each 

year.  The On-board Educators make it a 

priority to reach out to students in urban 

areas who are often underserved in this 

capacity.  One of the newest programs in 

the Clearwaterôs Next Generation of 

Environmental Leaders initiative is the 

three-day program - Young Men at the 

Helm (YMH). Summer 2009ïTwenty (20) young men participated 

in various on-board and on-shore activities.  These 

students spent three days aboard under sail and two 

nights ashore camping.



émoving beyond just connecting youth with the outdoors but to also make sure 

that this experience leads them to gain skills and know that can they make a 

difference and have a direct impact on their schools, homes and community.



éengaging our youth with skills for 

a green economy and a strong 

sense of service. 

Aquatic Studies and Navigation Skills

Natural Leader, Harun Russell,         

ñScopingò for Success



éeducating, hiring, training and 

developing youth for a wide range of 

outdoor fun, preparation and learning



éwith spirit and determination and by working together we can create a 
culture that benefits our youth and our environment.. 


